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government's industrialization programme is doubtless
true. But it is possible to overestimate this phase of
the Soviet war psychosis. Russia's war preparations
are genuine and desperate. The geography of the Five
Year Plan illustrates this beyond a doubt.
Just as Lenin, early in the Bolshevist regime, decided
on an inland capital for the newly-forrned Soviet gov-
ernment, and abandoned Leningrad for Moscow, Stalin
has decided on inland cities as the capitals of Soviet
industry. Rostov, Saratov, Stalingrad, Nizhni Nov-
gorod, Kharkov, Sverdlovsk, Zaporozhye, to mention
merely the principal areas connected with the Five
Year Plan, are well in the interior of the country in
order to make the newly-established industries in them
safe from attack by a foreign foe.
Kiev was once a famous city in Russia, but the Soviet
government overlooked it in its building programme
because it has on occasion proved too near the Polish
border. Odessa has shared a like fate. A port city of
major importance in the Soviet Union, it plays prac-
tically no role in the industrial construction connected
with the Five Year Plan because it, too, has in the
past been easily accessible to enemies of the Soviet
regime.
Leningrad is the only city on the fringe of the Soviet
Union that figures strongly in the Five Year Plan. It
does this very largely, however, because it has been
the seat of some of Russia's principal industries in
the past.